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SEARCH AND RESCUE  

"I would like to thank the 3500 Club for their excellent help in 
the search for the lost hiker near Maplecrest. I have worked with 
other groups on many searches but none showed more dedication to get-
ting the job done than the members of your group who participated in 
the search. I am proud to have had a small part in helping to organ-
ize your club for use as a search team. I am sure other forest rang-
ers seeing the high quality of your efforts are going to want to use 
your teams on future search missions." Dick van Laer, Forest Ranger. 

The above letter was written to the Catskill 3500 Club following 
our Search and Rescue Group's involvement in a search in May of this 
year. The effort ended happily when the hiker emerged from the woods 
on her own after spending two days and nights in the area between the 
Escarpment Trail and Rt. 23. About fifteen members took part in the 
search. On July 19 the Search and Rescue Group was again asked for 
assistance; this time in the Highmount area. A despondent individual 
had disappeared from his home and it was feared that he might have 
taken his own life. This was tragically confirmed when a team of 
three forest rangers and five Club members found his body while con-
ducting an intensive "string line" ground search about half a mile 
from his house. 

The two search efforts described above are the first involving 
our Search and Rescue Group since its establishment in March, 1981. 
The idea to form a group was conceived after two popular Club members 
spent an unplanned night in the woods,causing a great deal of anxiety 
among fellow members. After a request for volunteers was published in 
The Catskill Canister, a list of forty members and aspirants was com-
piled and made available to Region 3 of the Department of Environ-
mental Conservation (ENCON). A one-day training session was conducted.  
by Ranger Dick van Laer at Frost Valley, with nineteen volunteers at-
tending. 

The Search and Rescue Group does not operate independently, but 
works directly under the supervision of ENCON Rangers who are respon-
sible for all search efforts, with the exception of those involving 
suspected criminals. The group is most likely to be called on for 
assistance with intensive ground searches after preliminary search 
efforts by the Rangers have not been successful. The second search 
noted above is a good example of this. 

Now that the Club Search and Rescue Group has had some exposure, 
it is likely that it will be called upon more often. As a result, we 
are going to need additional volunteers. Because requests for assis-
tance usually come with less than a day's notice, and because it is 
difficult for many members to get time off from work on short notice, 
we need to have a larger group to draw upon. Any member or aspirant 
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who is interested in getting involved is invited to complete the en-
closed form and return it to me by December 1. You will then be added 
to our list and will receive information regarding the notification 
procedures and other details. You will also be informed of any future 
training sessions. 

--Jonathan Clement, Search and Rescue Chairman 

1984 ANNUAL DINNER MEETING  

The committee has reviewed the 1983 annual dinner meeting held 
at "The Hedges." As pleased as we were with the food, with our at-
tendance reaching 200, we have simply outgrown it. 

The 1984 annual dinner will be held at "Meadowbrook Lodge" on 
Route 94 in the Newburgh-Vails Gate vicinity. The Meadowbrook Lodge 
banquet room will accomodate 400 people; the adjoining cocktail-hour 
room is spacious and has table seating. 

Complete details for the March 31, 1984 dinner will be mailed 
in February. We sincerely hope that, with your continued support, 
our club's annual social event will be a success. 

--Roy Messaros, Chairman 

CATSKILL MAP SET  

Enclosed is a flyer describing a set of new maps covering the 
Catskill area. The maps, in addition to hiking and other trails, in-
clude all state leantos and campgrounds, many springs, parking areas, 
bus stops, and viewpoints. Special features include state land bound-
aries (useful to off-trail hikers and hunters), north-south magnetic 
navigation lines and a grid system coordinated to U.S. Geological 
Survey quadrangles. Every drivable road is shown with name and route 
number for easy access to trails. The reverse of each map contains 
a complete trail guide as well as phone numbers for Department of En-
vironmental Conservation offices, recorded weather information, and 
bus companies. 

Any member or aspirant wishing to acquire these maps is eligible 
to purchase them at the discount price of $6.45 plus postage and tax 
if the order is received by 12/31/83. Indicate "Catskill 3500 Club" 
on the order form, and mail to Trail Conference (NOT A.M.C.). 

DOUBLE SPACING 

The editor and the volunteer typist request again that all arti-
cles and notices sent to THE CATSKILL CANISTER be double spaced. 



MOUNTAIN GATE LODGE 

Mountain Gate Lodge has a comfortable fireplace lounge, rooms 
with private baths, generous meals, van to bus-line service, and free 
X-country ski instruction. We offer free meals and lodging to a lead-
er who brings 10 or more paying guests, and a special rate of only 
$24 per person per day for groups of 15 or more. The rate includes 
lodging, breakfast and dinner. 

For reservations: Rex & Mary Brusgul, Mountain Gate Lodge, Mc-
Kenley Hollow Road, Oliverea, NY 12462, 914-254-4770 

CROSS-COUNTRY SKI REPORT  

1. Diamond Notch.* Granular snow, 25 °F., 2 hours going north, 
one hour return, intermediate to expert. 

2. Balsam Lake Mountain from Millbrook Road.* Snowmobile-pack-
ed corn and wet snow, 30 F., 2 hours in, one hour out, intermediate 
to expert. 

--Howard Adriance, #327, Kingston, NY 

CATSKILL 3500 CLUB  

449 Albert A. Mullen 6/18/83 
450 Edith K. Mullen 6/18/83 

48 Bellvue Road, Highland, NY 12528 
451 Harold Cohen 7/23/83 
452 Mimi Cohen 7/23/83 

47 Cider Hill, Upper Saddle River, NJ 07458 
453 F. William Walker 3/5/83 

1618 Lenox Road, Schenectady, NY 12308 

914-691-7567 

201-327-1180 

518-393-5519 

THE PERIPATETIC PORCUPINE  

Our New England cousin reports that Betty Maury, #305, was seen 
climbing the Bigelows in Maine last July. She is one of the few Ama-
zons who have qualified for membership in The 111-ers of Northeastern 
U.S.A., and have also climbed New England's Hundred Highest. In Aug-
ust she and Phil Heald, #359, led the A.M.C. Presidential Range Hike. 
The 36 participants included Don Rain, #246, and John Kennedy, #247. 
* * Leonard and Danielle Bernstein, #342 and 363, will be living 

in Oxford, England, for a few years, and are planning to hike in Eng-
land, Wales, Switzerland, and Norway. * * * * Another backyard in-
jury. Franklin Clark, #33,neglected to block an aluminum stepladder, 
which teetered, causing a ladder leg to buckle under the brace, and 
landed him on the ground with a broken wrist. * * * *Paul Hoyt, #315, 
climbed Mt. Talloc (9735'), near Lake Tahoe, in beautiful weather but 
with lots of snow on the ground. * * * * Friedel Schunk, #248, spent 
16 fruitless days looking for porcupines on the West Buttress and top 
of Mt. McKinley last May. Since we mentioned in Vol. XV, No. 2 that 
porcupines originated in South America, we surmise that Friedel was 
following the wrong end of his compass needle. 

*see Catskill Trails, ENCON, free at New Paltz or Catskill offices, 
or by mail from 50 Wolf Road, Albany, NY 12223. 



CATSKILL 3500 CLUB HIKES  

Nov. 5 	DOUBLETOP & GRAHAM 	A moderate bushwhack. 

Distance: 5 mi. Ascent: 2728' Elev.: 3860', 3868' Order: 8, 7 
Meeting Place: Arkville R.R. station parking lot, Rt. 28, at 9:00 a.m. 

(30 miles, 45 minutes from Kingston exit.) 
Leader: KiD Patnode (#324), 266 N. Main St., F-3Y, Spring Valley, NY 

914-356 -4090 (evenings) 	 10977 

Nov. 12 	FRIDAY 	A strenuous bushwhack up the slide. 

Distance: 6 mi. Ascent: 2400' Elev.: 3694' Order: 18 
Meeting Place: Jnct. Rts. 28 & 28A in Boiceville at 8:00 a.m. Please 

make reservations with leader in advance in case of 
need to cancel hike because of bad weather. 

Leader: Jonathan Clement (#68), R. D. 1, Box 223, East Greenbush, NY 
518-477-6602 (home) 518-473-8187 (work) 	 12061 

Nov. 21-Dec. 13 DEER SEASON (firearms) IN CATSKILLS  no scheduled hikes. 

Dec. 17 	BLACKHEAD 	Moderate trail hike from Big Hollow. 

Distance: 5 mi. Ascent: 1780' Elev.: 3940' Order: 5 
Meeting Place: In front of Sugar Maples in Maplecrest at 9:00 a.m. 
Leader: William Lawson (#78), 395 Hudson Ave., Albany, NY 12203 

518-436-1781 

Dec. 24 	TABLE & PEEKAMOOSE 	A moderate trail hike. 

Distance: 102 mi. Ascent: 2800' Elev.: 3847', 3843' Order: 11, 10 
Meeting Place: Claryville General Store, County Rd. 47, 8:30 a.m. 
Leaders: Eric Richmond (#438), Richard Maltz (#407), H. Neil Zimmer- 

man (#306), 10 W. 65th St., New York, NY 10023 Bad driving 
conditions may cance1.212-873-5209(home) 212-644-1620(work) 

Jan. 8 	SLIDE  Via jeep road; ideal for beginning snowshoers; short 
(Sun.) 	 easy grades, and superb scenery. 
Distance: 51 mi. Ascent: 1850' Elev.: 4180' Order: 1 
Meeting Place: Ramada Inn parking lot, Kingston, at 8:00 a.m. 
Leader: John M. Kennedy (#247), 12 Springbrook Ave., P.O. Box 71, 

914-876-3269 	 Rhinebeck, NY 12572 

Jan. 14 	PANTHER 	Moderate trail hike via Giant Ledge. 

Distance: 8 mi. Ascent: 1500' Elev.: 3720' Order: 5 
Meeting Place: Ramada Inn parking lot, Kingston, at 8:00 a.m. 
Leader: Bradley Snyder (#323), Mohonk Lake, New Paltz, NY 12561 

914-687-7065 

Jan. 21 	CATSKILL WINTER WEEKEND  at Alpine Inn, Oliverea, NY 

Jan. 28 	BALSAM 	Moderate trail hike. 

Distance: 6 mi. Ascent: 2700' Elev.: 3600' Order: 27 
Meeting Place: Village Bakeshop in Phoenicia at 8:30 a.m. 
Leader: Fred Schmelzer (#140), R. D. 1, Box 433A, Pine Bush, NY 

914-361-3629 	 12566 


