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THE THREE PORCUPINES

On May 16, 1979, I spent the night near the beautiful "Ed West"
Lookout on the Escarpment Trail Jjust south of the top of Blackhead
Mountain. As the sun set at 8:15, a solitary white throat called to
say, "Good nlghtl" A nighthawk shot up past the lookout, and the
resident porcupine waddled around the big rock to investigate the
food situation, which for him was rather poor. To keep him occupied,
I left an empty beer can at the lookout, and reitired to my bag well
off the trail. Though the sky was clear, it was a bit too cold to
remain up long.

At 3:00 a.m. I was awakened by something brushing my sack. The
resident porky, whom I spotted with my light, apparently could not
finish his rounds without 1nvest1gat1ng me! But he had done me a fa-
vor,for I could now see the waning full moon in all its glory in the
clear cold sky before going back to sleep.

I got up at 4:30 to find an ice crust on my outer bag. Then, to
the morning song of many white throats,the sunrise began and contin-
ued spectacularly. Just in front of the escarpment a magnificent
curtain of mist clouds allowed the sun to beam through off and on as
they moved southward past the lookout. The curtain split over Ari-
zona with some clouds passing over Stoppel P01nt and others heading
into the East Jewett Valley.

After a bite to eat, I enjoyed the view for a while,then stowed
things away, including the gnawed beer can that my companion had en-
Joyed during the night. I proceeded to stroll over Blackhead and
down its northeast side over Acra Point. A winter wren cheered my
trip with his beautiful warbling song. Acra Point was full of black-
throated blue warblers,which crozk enthusiastically rather than war-
ble! As always on Acra Point, I paused at each of the lookouts, and
especially at the rocky one Just before the descent to the col with
Burnt Knob. The peace and beauty of the mountains were especially
wonderful that morning. It was nearly noon when I started down the
red trail back to my car in the valley.

About half way down I spotted a second porcupine in the trail
ahead. Thlnklng of o0ld Nessmuk's dictum, "And do not despise the
fretful porcupine; he is better +than he looks," I decided to give
this one a merry chase +to see if I could have caught him for meat.
In fact, I could have easily had him before he scrambled up a tree.
It is certalnly worth remembering--for emergencies, of course--that
porcupine is the easiest food to catch in the woods.

Back at the car I filled a couple of big bottles from the Ba-

taviakill for home use and got ready to leave. But although the mo-
tor turned over, it would not go! I am no mechanic, but after an
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hour's tinkering I was convinced that no gas was getting to the en-
gine. The reason was that a third porky had gnawed a short stretch
of flexible tubing in my gas line to shreds. He had also chewed on
the axle and gas tank, but these are of good Swedish steel.

A kind fisherman gave me a ride to Maplecrest, where I obtained
tubing and clamps. During the walk back to Big Hollow, aided by an-
other friendly ride, I pondered the lowly porcupine, who sometimes
amuses us, but also shows us our place in the scheme of things in
the mountains. He aids the cause of conservation by annoying sloven-
ly campers. Later that summer I saw a message in the sign-in book
in Big Hollow: "Don't run over the porcupine at the parking lot."
Reading this gave me mixed feelings, but after all it is _his home.

--William B. Lawson, Albany, NY
THE ILONG PATH

The Catskill 3500 Club maintains approximately six miles of the
Long Path from Gulf Road near Sundown, New York,to the Denning Lean-
to on the East Branch of the Neversink River. The Long Path from
New York City to Lake Placid was first proposed in 1931 by Vincent
J. Schaefer of the Mohawk Valley Hiking Club of Schenectady. With
W. W. Cady of New York City assisting, some marking was done south
of the CATSKILLS. 1In the north the Northville-Lake Placid Trail had
been completed by the Adirondack Mountain Club. In 1960 Robert Jen-
sen of the Ramapo Ramblers rekindled interest in the trail and pool-
blue markers gradually extended from the New Jersey end of the George
Washington Bridge,the trail's starting point, to Windham High Peak in
the CATSKILLS. The latest proposed terminus for the Long Path in the
north country is White Face Mountain in the Adirondacks.

Members of the New York-New Jersey Trail Conference maintain the
southern end of the trail, as well as 60 other trails totalling over
700 miles. Hundreds of people give their time freely so the hiking
public can enjoy the woods and mountains. Our section of the Long
Path over Peekamoose and Table mountains covers some of the wildest
country in the CATSKILLS. Bear, white-tailed deer, wildcat, fox, and
many kinds of smaller animals roam the woods of the area. The Trails
Committee has tried to maintain this trail as a wilderness path from
the start, with minimal construction of water bars, corduroy and
bridges; only those logs, blow-downs, etc., that seriously impede
progress are removed., All rocks and all logs and sticks that are
flat on the ground and can be stepped over easily are left to con-
trol erosion and prevent gullying. Chainsaws are not used except in
extreme situations where bow saws would be unsafe or too small to
remove a blow-down that can't be bypassed. Brush along the way is
cut back to allow a clear path of about 24 inches. Brush cutting
should be done in late spring and again in early fall. Blazes should
be no closer than "in sight" from the last one. For obvious reasons,
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we have tried to remove all root loops and stumps from the path.

As you may have guessed from all this, we are asking the members
to come out to help. Although you carry a bow saw or clippers, or a
paint can and brush, trail maintenance 1is really just another hike.
The more people come out, the less work we each do.

- The present trail on Peekamoose was laid out by Peter Fish, #12.
It follows a winding ridge from bottom to top; it is an easy grade
(compared to the o0ld trail),and contains some of the loveliest woods
in the .CATSKILLS, There is a splendid lookout on the high shoulder
of Peekamoose, and the view from the north face of Table is one of
the finest in the CATSKILLS, taking in most of the high peaks.

If you cannot make the next regular trail maintenance day,please
call or write Cy Whitney,* the new Trails Chairman, to tell him when
you can go. He will be glad to assign you a portion 'of the trail
work you can do on your own or with a buddy. If you are not working
hard on trails for another club, do come out and give us a hand. We
need 1it. '

-=-Fred Séhmelzer, Pine Bush, NY
LETTERS

On Saturday,17 May, Dick Davis and I, charter members of the
"Over the Hill Gang," reached the summit of Kaaterskill High Peak to -
achieve our goal of climbing the Catskill 3500 peaks in every calen-
dar month; a total of 408 ascents. The prize was the self-bestowed
"Man for All Seasons Award."

Our climbing dates extend back several years, but the quest be-
gan in earnest +two or three years ago when we both realized that
completion was within reach, and that by adopting the commitment we
would provide ourselves with a motivation to get out hiking more of-
ten. ~

o We estimate that in the process we have hiked at least 1,800
"miles, and that our climbs stacked end to end would put us over 100
miles into space.:

< The final climb was witnessed by Bill Riemvis and Friedel Schunk;
two stout-hearted observers who pretend to have no such aspirations
for themselves. Although Bill climbs in the CATSKILLS quite often
and has accompanied us on many of our recorded climbs, we were never
able to influence him to take our objective seriously. But Bill did
contribute to our success with his humor, and he is responsible for
our calling ourselves the "Over the Hill Gang," an informal hiking
group of which Bill is an unofficial member.

OQur exploits were the subject of a lot of good-natured banter
among our hiking companions, but we prevailed, however, and it is
with a great deal of satisfaction that we announce to one and all
our triumphant completion.,. This will be our claim to fame until
something more significant comes along.

Dick and I wish to thank” all those fellowihikers who have pro-

%Gyrus Whitney, 41 Morley Dr., Wyckoff, NJ 07481, 201-447-2653
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vided companionship and encouragement on the many outings along the
way.

--Sam Steen, Kingston, NY

SEARCH AND RESCUE

The Catskill 3500 Club is considering organizing a group of
volunteers who could be made readily available +to assist DEC in
search and rescue efforts in the CATSKILLS. If you are interested
in being a volunteer, please send your name, address, and telephone
number %home and work) to Jonathan Clement, R. D. #1, Box 223, East
Greenbush, NY 12061,

CATSKILL 3500 CLUB

#336 Tony Badalato 3/22/80 : 914-338-0421
4o wilkie Ave., Kingston, NY 12401 |

#337 Sue Eilers 6/28/80 ' 914-698-7219
307 Anita Lane, Mamaroneck, NY 10543

#338 Tkuko Dohnomae 8/15/80 914-679-2683
15 Overlook Dr., Woodstock Gardens, Woodstock, NY 12498

#339 James T. Amrod 8/31/80 914-758-6144

#340 Leif Savery 8/31/80 | 212-642-7428
1515 Pemnsylvania Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11239 i 1 ,

#341 William T. Barnett 9/21/80 201-946-4276

2 Highfield Lane, Colts Neck, NJ 07722
THE PERIPATETIC PORCUPINE

Our New England cousin reports that #329 completed the AMC's'
- 100 highest in Baxter Park, Maine, His companions that day included
#199, #305, and #306. * * # % From the Adirondacks we have word that
#33 and #140 have completed the ADK 46. #110 was last seen headed
for his final peak, but we have not heard whether he got out or if
he is s®ill wandering in the forest. ‘ ’

 CATSKILL 3500 CLUB HIKES

Nov., 8 WITTENBERG Strenuous bushwhack from Traver Hollow'
‘ over Samuel's Point.

Distances 8 mi. Ascent: 3100' Elev.: 3780' Order: 14

Meeting Place: Jnct. Rts. 28 & 28A in Boiceville at 8130 a.m.
Leader: Sam Steen (#92), 6 DuBois St., Kingston, NY 125401

914-331-1010

Nov. 16 ‘RUSK Slow-paced bushwhack from Spruceton Road.
(Sun.) Beginning bushwhackers welcome,
Distance: 3 mi. Ascent: 1680' Elev.: 3680' Order:s 20
Meeting Place: Big Scot parking lot in front of Ramada Inn at '
8130 a.m. or Jnct. Rt. 42 & Spruceton Rd, at 9:30
Leader: John Kennedy (#247), P. 0. Box 122, Rhinebeck, NY 12572
914-876-3269 home; 914-876-2055 office



HIKES (continued)

Nov. 17 - Dec. 9 DEER SEASON (firearms) in CATSKILLS
No scheduled hikes.

Dec., 21 THOMAS COLE & BLACK DOME Moderately strenuous trail hike

(Sun.) not recently scheduled.

Distance: 5-6 mi. Ascent: 2100' Elev.: 3940', 3980' Order: 4, 5

Meeting Place: General Store & Post Office in Maplecrest at 8:30 a.m.

Leader: Bradley Snyder (#323), Mohonk Lake, New Paltz, NY 12561
914-255-8252 :

Dec. 27 SLIDE ~ A required winter peak. Slow paced.
Beginners welcome,
Distances 6 mi. Ascent: 1650' Elev.: 4180' Order: 1
Meeting Place: Parking lot behind Drug Store in Phoenicia at 8:30 a.m.
Leader: Jim Stone (#299), 7 W. Chestnut St., Rhinebeck, NY 12572
914-876-7676 Home; 914-876-3535 office

Jan. 3 PEEKAMOOSE & ILONE (TABLE) Table will be included if
time & conditions permit.
Strenuous trail & bushwhack. Order: 11, 16, (10)

Distance: 9-10 mi. Ascent: 3200' (3400) Elev.: 3843', 3721 (3847)

Meeting Place: Winchell's Corner Antique Store, R%t. 28, Shokan, 8130

Leader: Norman Smith (#199), Box 154, Circleville, NY 10919
914-361-3971

Jan. 10 NORTH IAKE SKI TOUR Easy ski tour in the scenic es-
carpment area at North Lake.

Distances 5 mi.
Meeting Place: Entrance to North Lake Campsite (follow signs from
Haines Falls) at 10:00 a.m.
Leader: Deborah Glynn (#159), Traver Rd., Pleasant Valley, NY 12569
914-635-8756

Jan, 17 _PANTHER A required winter peak.

" Distance: 8 mi. Ascent: 1500' Elev.: 3720' Order: 5

Meeting Place: Village Bake Shop in Phoenicia at 8:30 a.m.

Leader: Cy Whitney (#266), Morley Dr., Wyckoff, NJ 07481
201-447-2653

Jan. 23, 24, 25 CATSKILL WINTER WEEKEND at Alpine Inn.

Jan. 31  ROCKY A strenuous bushwhack from Gulf Road.

‘Distance: 7-8 mi, Ascent: 3000' Elev,: 3508' Order: 34

Meeting Place: Jnct. Rts. 28 & 28A in Boiceville at 8:30 a.m.

Leader: Roy Messaros (#97), 249 Mulberry Way, Franklin Lakes, NJ
201-337-5004 07417

Feb., 20, 21, 22, 23 ADIRONDAK 10J WEEKEND at Heart Lake,
near Lake Placid




